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To advise that the U.S. House of Representatives /JPp 
has created a select committee to investigate “ 
the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin • 
Luther King, Jr. The reported basis for the House . 

investigation re Dr. King was previously investigated by the V/ . . 
FBI in 1968 and 1969 and the results were furnished to the . 

U. S. Department of Justice.. '"".VV 

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. • 

— : Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl 

Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local _ 
confinement. As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 2/18/76, in February, 1976, Newsday » «... • . 

Long Island, New York, newspaper reported that Ed Redditt, the 
Memphis, Tennessee, City Detective guarding King was Polled fro 
his post hours before King was assassinated and told the U. s. . 
Secret Service had learned of a "contract on his li . ■ s 

who protested his removal, reportedly had a contingency plan 
to apprehend any King assassin. On 2/17/76, this article .. 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department . 
of Justice (USDJ) , which, at that time, had the FBI lnvestigatio 

r nv Vlnrt nnrlpr Tevi.GW# FBI W&S COnQUCfcinCJ HO 

iL^shaaUon re t£ls unless specifically requested by the. 

CRD. Article in "Washington Post, "9/18/76 (copy attached) Wj 

reported U. S. House of Representatives created a select 
committee to investigate assassinations of President Kennedy • 
and Dr. King. Reported basis for H ou se^irwestigation^ re 
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from firehouse across the street^^from^ot 0 ? 1 ^ 1119 F i° yd Newsu mj 
shot. The FBI civil r?!ht! »! from motel where King was . >yi:*74 

(Bufile 44-38861) reflects the cro'fu^lsh 1 ^ 654 * 9911 '' 9 £iU 
9/23/68 containinc result,, of furnished a memorandum dated .. 

Deputy Sectloi Chief' Ce«ral L J ' H * rold Flannery, 
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£?» te fiSS 

a™/d«ed1l/2V68! disseminated to ! 

also furnished to Office of Pro fe <5 dor, mi t J -V 2//68, and b y request 

0. S. Department of du^icl, on I/4/?6 oh?S n ni^ Ut ? *“ k Force, 
reviewing the FBI investigation of Drf'ltUg? 1 ‘ Presently 

station unmanned, and a Nee™ ^1?°™*' !!!f® ^Y? d i eav . in 9. fi ?« 
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Memf andum to Mr. Gallagher. 

RE: J MURKIN 

■-; NewIlfy'sSd ? 6 had lear “ ed ° £ * ,'°° ntti “ !t ' on nis life,- 

. . Redd ^ tfc P roteste<a » saying he wanted to return 

to his post, but the city’s then Public Safety 
Director, Frank Holloman, insisted on the officer's 
removal,' the newspaper said. 8 

'Enroute home with his police guard, Redditt 

a™ R ? Ve * !£ e radi ° that King had *>een shot by *" 
assassin, 1 the story said* , 

'Three days later, the round-the-clock guard • 
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed ’ 

to return to work. The police department never ~ 

offered any further explanation of the 'contract 1 
on his life/ 1 Newsday said. • 

The story also said Holloman acknowledged - - ' , ' - ■ 

the report of a threat on Redditt's life, but refused 
to say who had made the threat. ...... -riy -'ti/s /,'- :~.~- 

Redditt's assassination contingency plan, . 
according to sources, called for the entire •• - • 

four-block area around King's Hotel to be ■ • '••• ‘ 

sealed off by patrol cars,' the article said. 

„o nT wV ., ? n article was furnished to the CRD • 

■USDJ , which at that time had the FBI investigation of Dr' Kina VCV- 
under review, stating the FBI was conducting no investigation re ' 
this article unless specifically requested by the CRD. ; . 

. .. °" V8/76, an article appeared in the "Washington Post « '• 

iS£JJ t i aCh v ) : rep °5 tln 9 tha * the U. S. House of ReprIs^ta?lJes - 

President john°£ c ° minit ^ ee investigate the assassination of 
resident John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. • '.vr_. f 

de£l£ e £ith e Jh ba8i £ f °5 thS House inves tigation re Dr. King ' ‘.".'.vJ- V\V. ' 
securiTv r6 ^ 5? mo ^ al of Ed ward Redditt from King's. ".^ ' 

?hf death due to a reported attempt 

attrih.^S f «- Re 2 dib ^ ® f ? mily ‘ The °rder for his removal was . 

£!f}52 d to . Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank Holloman 
(retired Special Agent of the FBI). The reported basis also \ 

• he ,r SUdden transfer " of two black firemen, including 
loydNewsum, from the fire house across the street from the 
motel where King was shot. 1 tne 

u • • ?.• ^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: JMURKIN . 
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,, The FBI civil rights assassination investigative 
file (Bufile 44-38861) reflects the CRD furnished a - 

memorandum dated 9/23/68 (serial 5197) containing results - 
of interviews which J. Harold Flannery, Deputy Section 
Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with William Sartor, a 
contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a reporter had been - 
inquiring into a possible conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. 
Sartor furnished various information, including that the 
"Cosa Nostra" or "Mafia" could be involved. Departmental 
Attorney Flannery also reported that Sartor furnished him with 
the following two allegations: 



V 



. A : 



1. "An unidentified Negro policeman was moved 
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police • 
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day 

of the assassination. According to Sartor, the ,~v r 
Dispatcher told the policeman to move two or three times ' 
during the afternoon, but he did not do so until 
explicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In • 
August, Sartor identified the policeman as E. E. 

Redditt and said that Redditt had broken off an inter- 
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his move 
from the station." 

2. "Two Negro firemen were moved from the 
station a day or two before the shooting. One of them 
has reportedly told friends that, two or three days 
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoculars 

were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused on 
the Lorraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said . / 

that one firemen left the Department or was suspended 
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable 
to locate either of them. He did not have their names." 



V V. - -3 • 

«V • 



The CRD requested the FBI to "follow out" all of Sartor's 
indicated leads. : . . • s ‘; -- 

By LHM, the Memphis Office of the FBI reported the ' X ■ 
results of .. the investigation re the above two items as 
set forth below (serial 5387): • . .• —*'*"''*"**• 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: JmURKIN ‘ 

"'"In' this regard. Inspector G. P. Tines, Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised on 11/18/68, that 
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Redditt and Patrolman 
W. B. Richmond, Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to”'--"*' • - .i 
the Inspection Division of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detail at the Memphis Fire Station, Engine House #2, 1 

located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is approximately 
one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this 
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders,*' • • • 

local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" :/7,. *f- 
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two >•"-«: .* ti- i \ 

officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a ^ K i 
room at the rear of the fire station with a view that included 7 ;/ 

the room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.77;7fc 

. . In connection with this assignment, and prior to' 

the time Officers Redditt and Richmond physically proceeded • 
to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence ^ 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman- 7 

stationed at the Fire Station and named Floyd E. Newsum had -V 
taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking sanita- ..,.'7 
tion workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely V 
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In V'- : 
order to insure security for Officers Redditt and Richmond, • 
and to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police' 7*7’ 
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the -V 
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants -7'iv 
in Memphis i the Chief of the Memphis Fire Department was 
requested to temporarily transfer Fireman Newsum to another 
fire station. This was done on 4/3/68. ... 7777 :“7' 

. In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman Norvell E. Wallace 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to Fire Station #31, 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire station #31. 

On 11/18/68, Fire Chief Hamilton advised that by • /- 77 - 
letter dated 5/18/68, Fireman Newsum resigned from the Memphis : 
Fire Department after thirteen years of service, giving as 
his ndason for leaving "Personal Reasons." Chief Hamilton 
advised it is his understanding that Newsum has become an ; 
actl\ e worker with the NAACP at Memphis subsequent to his 
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department. 

V 
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- . ■_ approximately 4;15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt. E. H Arkin • i 

?^ c J he V? tell ^ ence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, on 
instructions from Inspector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine 
House #2 and remoyed Detective Redditt from this station, ^ . 

leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for the - V 
remove! of Officer Redditt was due to the receip? of J teLphone ' ^ " 

th ® mo f nin 9 of 4/4/68 by Philip Manuel, chief Investi- 
gator for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Committee 

rece^vprt°h ' fc ? the effect that informatio^hadTee^ ' - ,:. 

?u the n C °" lttee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. ' 

' .. Due to Detective E. E. Redditt 's activities in 

attending meetings of the striking sanitation workers in . ; ■ 

several^occas ionR h ' } 968 ' J eddi t fc had been threatened on ^ ’ 
♦•oTfnhi occasions. Inspector Tines therefore believed the 
- i®i®P hon ®. cal J received by the McClellan Committee was 
another threat directed against Redditt. He therefore * V/V; 

or ered Redditt removed from his lookout post at Engine 1 

House #2 for Redditt ’s own protection. A police guard of ~ 

r^n?f fl f e ^- wa fu assi9ned to Redditt and his family as a '' ' • ' 

result of this threat. 

’ . * r ®Y iew of the tapes of the Memphis Police ’ 

Department radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to 
reflect any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering Redditt 
to move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the 

radi^transmisslons?" 16 ° beervatl ° n with which to 

11/9 7 /co T ^ i u Memphis LHM also disseminated to the CRD on * • 

11/27/68 and by request was also furnished to the Office of ' .• 

Professional Responsibility Task Force, USDJ, on 6/4/76, which . 

office is presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King. ^ • 

re-.it ,, An LHM from the Atlanta Office of the FBI dated 1/31/69 (serial 

Chriitia^T 0 ^ fc t at * ev : Ralph Abernathy, President of the Southern 
win/ci Leadership Conference, was interviewed by the FBI on . 

1/30/69 and he advised that several months previously. Rev. James 'j ' 

o ^^S/furstatlo" 61 Where Dr ’ ” as klllbd ' «“« 



V. 



DETAILS - OVER 






... .. 

.. . , 




-norandum to Mr.' Gallagher . 

f .:<Ei MURKIN ‘ :• 

r *^rJ I 1 *-' " ' * . 

According to Rev. Lawson that move left the fire 
station unmanned and they were moved to a station which was 
already fully manned and equipped. Also according to Rev. 

Lawsol, a Negro policeman, who worked the beat which included tljs 
motel inhere Dr. King was killed, was moved off of that beat the 
day Dr. King was killed, April 4, 1968, but prior 1 to the 
killing. This Atlanta LHM was furnished to the CRD on l* v 

2/3/69. 



An airtel from the Memphis Office of the FBI, 
dated 1/31/69 (serial 5533) reflects information from the 
Memphis PD that it had no officers assigned to a "walking beat" 
in Memphis on the day Dr. King was killed. • . 



An airtel from our Memphis Office dated 2/11/69 ■ : - : - 

(serial 5557) reflects that Rev. Lawson was interviewed by : 
the FBI on 2/11/69 and he advised he feels that certain 
occurrences may have some significance. 



Rev. Lawson said that on about April 2 or April 3, v !. : J. 
1968, a Negro fireman, Floyd E; Newsum, was transferred from , i. v 
the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to another station /. •: 
that was already fully manned. He also said that another . .. X 
Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same . ; ' 

station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night 
before King was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this 
second fireman was transferred in the middle of his shift and 
was transferred "out of rotation." 



Rev. 



Lawson explained 



"out of rotation" 



as follows 



i . 



When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment 
he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned 
to it have been transferred. In other words, the last man 
assigned is the last man transferred. 



Rev. Lawson stated also that a Negro police officer. 
Detective E. E. Redditt, who had been assigned to the same 1 

fire station to provide protection for Dr. King, had been 
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder. 



Rev. Lawson stated he has made no attempt to verify 
any of this information except for his interview with Floyd 
News untT"’ ’ *"*“"*’ 

. I This new select House Committee, to date, has made., 
no request of the FBI. 
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PURPOSE: To advise that the O^S. House of Representatives 

has created -a select committee to investigate 1 

the Jccap B 'iTiat i rms of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Xuther King, Jr. The reported basis for the House 
investigation re Dr. King was previously investigated by the 
FBI in 1968 and 1969 and the results were furnished to the 
U. S. Department of Justice. 

SYNOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl 

Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local 
confinement. As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher 
memorandum dated 2/18/76, in February, 1976, "Newsday,” a ... 

Long Island, New York, newspaper reported that Ed Reddxtt, the ^ 
Memphis, Tennessee, City Detective guarding King was pulled from, 
his post hours before King was assassinated and told the U. S. ( 
Secret Service had learned of a "contract" on his life. Redditt 
who protested his removal, reportedly had a "contingency plan 
to apprehend any King assassin. On 2/17/76, thiB article 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division (CRD) , U. S. Department, 
of Justice (USDJ) , which, at that time, had the FBI investigation 
of Dr. King under review, stating FBI was conducting no .... 
investigation re this article unless specifically requested by the 
CRD. Article in "Washington Post," 9/18/76 (copy attached) 
reported U. S. House of Representatives created a select 
committee to investigate assassinations of President Kennedy 
and Dr. King. Reported basis for House investigation re 
Dr. King deals with, ordered removal of from King 

death due to reported sat tempt/ oiv> > 

Order for his r emo va 1 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE 2 MURKIN 



"In this regard , Inspector G. P. Tines, Intelligence 
Uxilt“, Memphis Police Department, advised on 11/18/68, that 
ojf 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Redditt and Patrolman 
If.' B. Richmond, Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to 
the Inspection Division of the Memphis Police Department, to 
a security detail at the Memphis Fire Station, Engine House #2, 
located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is approximately 
one block from the Lorraine. Motel. The purpose of this 
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders," 
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders" 
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two 
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a 
room at the rear of the fire station with a view that included 
the room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. 

In connection with this assignment, and prior to 
the time Officers Redditt and Richmond physically proceeded 
to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence 
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman 
stationed at the Fire Station and named Floyd E. Newsum had 
taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking sanita- 
tion workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely 
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In 
order to insure security for Officers Redditt and Richmond, 
and to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police 
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the 
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants 
in Memphis, the Chief of the Memphis Fire Department was 
requested to temporarily transfer Fireman Newsum to another 
fire station. This was done on 4/3/68. 



In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman Norvell E. Wallace 
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to Fire Station #31, 
due to a manpower shortage at Fire station #31. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE : MURKIN 



At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt. E. H. Arkin 
of the Intelligence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, on 
instructions from Inspector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine 
Houfe #2 and removed Detective Redditt from this station, 
leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for the 
reftoval of Officer Redditt was due to the receipt of a telephone 
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by Philip Manuel, Chief Investi- 
gator for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Committee, 
Washington r D. C., to the effect that information had been 
received by the Committee that a Negro detective on the 
Memphis Police Department was to be killed. 

Due to Detective E. E. Redditt' s activities in 
attending meetings of the striking sanitation workers in 
February and March, 1968, Redditt had been threatened on 
several occasions. Inspector Tines therefore believed the 
telephone call received by the McClellan Committee was 
another threat directed against Redditt. He therefore 
ordered Redditt removed from his lookout post at Engine 
House #2 for Redditt 's own protection. A police guard of 
two officers was assigned to Redditt and his family as a 
result of this threat. 

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police 
Department radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to 
reflect any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering Redditt 
to move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been 
ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the 
police officers at this observation post with which to receive 
radio transmissions." 



This Memphis LHM also disseminated to the CRD on 
11/27/68 and by request was also furnished to the Office of 
Professional Responsibility Task Force, USDJ, on 6/4/76, which 
office is presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King. 



An LHM from the Atlanta Office of the FBI dated 1/31/69 (serial 
5531) reflected that Rev,. Ralph Abernathy, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, was interviewed by the FBI on 
1/30/69 and he advised that several months previously, Rev. James 
Lawson told him the day before the assassination of Dr. King that 
two Negro firemen, who had been assigned to the fire station 
across the street from the motel where Dr. King was killed, were 
moved to another fire station. ^ 
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